ANNUAL LONG SERVICE AWARDS
The Worcestershire FA held its Annual Long Service Awards Presentation Evening on 19th November 2010 at 

Worcestershire County Cricket Club. .

The Association’s Chairman, Roy Northall, formally welcomed the guests and introduced the chief guest 
Roger Vaughan (FA National Referee Manager (Recruitment & Retention)) who was accompanied by his wife Hayley.  Company Secretary Mervyn Leggett acted as MC for the awards.
Highlight of the evening saw three stalwarts of local football, namely Patrick (Paddy) Eades, Ernie Pyke and John Yates, receive Football Association Medals and Lapel Badges in recognition of having completed 50 years service to Association Football.

Paddy Eades has given 50 years of dedicated service to Fairfield Villa FC as a Player, Secretary, Manager and 

Chairman (a position he has held since 1985). 

Ernie Pyke’s service includes being a Player, Referee (1961 to-date) and various administrative posts including 

serving as Secretary of the Kidderminster & District Football League since 1980.  Ernie has also served on the 

WFA Council since 1980 and is a Life Member of the Association. 

After a brief playing career as a goalkeeper, John Yates took up refereeing following a knee injury during the 1953-54 season. John went on to have a distinguished career as a Referee, gaining promotion on to the 

Football League Referees’ List in 1966 where he remained until reaching the then compulsory retirement age of 47 in 1977. Upon retirement John was appointed a Football League Assessor and then served as a Match Observer on the FA Premier League.   John has held various posts with the Bromsgrove R.A. and has served as 

President since 1983.  

During the evening the following persons received awards for services to Refereeing in Worcestershire:-- 

30 Years Service

Chris Meeson and Malcolm Stanley.

20 Years Service

Ron Jury, Glenn Pearson and Roy Storr.   

15 Years Service 

James Cox, Ken Jennings, Colin Mortiboys and Christopher Rock.  
10 Years Service

Raymond Baker, David Bevan, Tim Curtis, Richard Field, John T Harris, Malcolm Harris, Duncan Kings, 

Michael Latham, Stuart McLean, Brian Nyatanga, Steven Plane and Russell Thomas.
The following League Officers received awards:-
20 Years Service

Richard Bate (Evesham Sunday F.L.), Bruce Hodgkins (Evesham Sunday F.L.), Don Loader (Mercian Festival Junior F.L.), Jon Lunn (Mercian Festival Junior F.L..), Keith Pritchard (Kidderminster & District F.L.), 

Alan Roberts (Worcester & District F.L.) and Dennis Smallman (Mercian Festival Junior F.L.).   

10 Years Service
Harry Bunce (Kidderminster & District F.L.), Les Carter (Stourport & District Youth F.L.), 

Chris Holden (Kidderminster & District F.L.), Kevin Whatley ( Kidderminster & District F.L.), Jeff Widdett (Worcester & District F.L.) and Ron Wright (Kidderminster & District F.L.).  
Awards were also presented to the following Club Secretaries:-

20 Years Service 

Duncan Playdon (Kempsey United FC) 

10 Years Service
Roger Barlow (Kidderminster Harriers FC),  Peter Bayliss (Chaddesley Corbett FC), Dave Clarkson (Meadow Park FC), Colin Emms (Littleton FC), Graham Haighway (Brintons Chainwire FC), Chris Holden (Arley FC), Dean Keelan (Harriers Arms FC), Alex Ogg (Badsey Rangers Youth FC), Margaret Scott (Malvern Town FC) and 

June Vaughan (Burlish Olympic Youth FC).   
