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INTRODUCTION

Football has the highest participation of any team sport in the country - there are over 
125,000 affiliated football teams in England, (08/09). The recently published National 
Game Strategy is The FA's plan for grassroots football between 2008 and 2012 and 
within this, there is an ambition to grow the game by a further 20,500 teams by 2012. 

Over the past 5 years, The FA has invested in significant improvements to the 
affiliation process which has led to the development of the County Administration 
System (CAS). CAS allows us to chart participation within each local authority area 
and this report reflects the latest participation data in your particular area. These 
reports are freely available and it is hoped that they will be used by local authorities , 
developers, clubs, leagues and other interested parties to advise current and 
proposed activities and investments around the game at the local level. 

The FA will welcome support and advice from local partners who are similarly 
interested in sustaining and developing the game. Since the production of the Season 
08/09 Local Area Data Reports, significant effort has been put into improving data 
from the Country Administration System (CAS). In some instances, this has resulted 
in changes to the 08/09 totals compared to how they appeared in the last version of 
the report. 

Whilst the data provided is robust it is not claimed to be 100% accurate. There are a 
number of reasons why some errors will exist and it is critical that errors are reported 
back to The FA and/or CFAs so we can continually improve the quality of the 
information available. Please report any errors or omissions to either your local 
County FA or Data@TheFA.com. 

Each year, the County Football Associations and The Football Association will work 
hard to improve methods for capturing data. As a result, in some circumstances, there 
may appear to be shifts in participation which are directly due to refined/improved 
data entry rather than actual growth or decline. Please ensure that in assessing 
trends, you take advice from the respective County FA.
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FOOTBALL KEY FACTS - Redditch

Demographics

· Redditch has a population of 78,807 (Mid year estimate, Office for National 
Statistics, 2006) and is expected to grow to 82,800 by 2015 (Office for National 
Statistics, 2006).

· 5.2% of the population in Redditch come from Ethnic Minority communities 
compared to a national figure of 6.24% (Census, 2001).

· 19.0% of the adult population (16+) participate in physical activity three times 
per week for 30 minutes as compared to a national average of 21.4% (Sport 
England Active People Survey, 2006).

Clubs and Teams

· Redditch has a total of 169 teams. 

· Of the 169 teams operating in Redditch, 37 (21.9%) are adult teams, 45 
(26.6%) are youth teams and 23 (13.6%) are Mini-Soccer teams and 64 
(37.9%) are small sided.

· 32.4% or 22 of the 68 Youth and Mini-soccer teams play in a club that has 
achieved a Charter Standard Award as compared to a national average of 
58.1%.

· The number of teams has decreased by 30 teams  overall in Redditch from 
season 07/08 to season 08/09.  

This comprises:
· an increase of 3 adult teams.
· an equal number of youth teams
· a decrease of 10 minisoccer teams.
· a decrease of 23 small sided teams.
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Conversion Rates

The following table and graphs show football conversion rates in the authority 
compared to Regional and National rates. These are calculated by comparing the 
number of persons playing football to the relevant population.

We estimate the number of individuals playing football by multiplying the number of 
teams by the average number of players involved in the different forms of football. We 
assume 15 players are involved in an 11 a side squad, 10 players in a mini soccer 
team squad and 8 in a small-sided team squad.

These numbers are then expressed as a proportion of the relevant population. This 
creates a percentage of the population at each age group involved in playing football , 
called a ‘conversion rate’. We can then compare these conversion rates to Regional 
and National averages. 

Table 1: Teams, players and conversion rates for Redditch, West Midlands and England 

Adult
11-a-side

Youth
11-a-side

Male Female Male Female Mixed Male Total

Mini-
Soccer

Adult
Small Sided

All Forms

No of Teams 08/09

No of Teams 07/08

Variance

Redditch

 33  4  38  7  23  58  169

 30  4  40  5  33  87  199

10.0%

Players 08/09

Players 07/08

Conversion Rate 08/09

Conversion Rate 07/08

Variance

0.0% -5.0% 40.0% -30.3% -33.3% -15.1%

 495  60  570  105  230  464 1924

 450  60  600  75  330  696 2211

3.1% 0.4% 16.9% 3.2% 5.5% 2.9%

2.8% 0.4% 17.8% 2.3% 7.9% 4.4%

0.3% 0.0% -0.9% 0.9% -2.4% -1.5%

4.5%

5.1%

-0.7%

West Midlands

Conversion Rates 08/09

Conversion Rates 07/08

Variance

4.4%

4.3%

0.2%

0.2%

23.4% 2.3% 8.3% 1.6% 5.2%

22.9% 2.8% 8.8% 1.2% 5.1%

0.1%0.3%-0.5%-0.5%0.5%0.0%0.0%

Variance

Conversion Rate 08/09

Conversion Rate 08/09

England

5.0%

5.3%

0.2%

0.2%

23.9% 2.0% 8.9% 2.5% 5.8%

23.9% 2.3% 8.7% 2.0% 5.8%

-0.3% 0.0% 0.0% -0.3% 0.2% 0.5% 0.1%

Notes: 
· All conversion rate figures in this table are subject to rounding, so whilst the seasonal figures in 

the table may not imply a change, the variance may indicate a drop or increase as the 1st 
November data cut figures may differ.
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Figure 1: Conversion rates by type of football for Redditch 08/09 as set against regional and national 
averages.
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Figure 2: Conversion rate trends for different football types for Redditch 07/08 and 08/09 as set against 
national averages.
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Participation data is based on:
· 15 players in an 11-a-side team, 10 in a mini-soccer team and 8 in a small sided team
· Adult= 16-44 years, Youth = 10-15 years, Mini = 6-9 years, Small sided = 16-44yrs.
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A comparison of conversion rates of Local Authorities can be made between those 
similar in nature by utilising the National Statistics 2001 Area Classification of Local 
Authorities (provided by the Office for National Statistics). The classification groups 
Local Authorities based population characteristics provided from the 2001 census. 

Table 2 below shows the conversion rates for Redditch compared to those most 
similar to it, that is, members of the same subgroup: 

Amber Valley, Ashfield, Barnsley, Bassetlaw, Blyth Valley, Bolsover, Cannock Chase, 
Chesterfield, Chester-le-Street, Corby, Doncaster, Dudley, East Staffordshire, 
Ellesmere Port and Neston, Erewash, Havant, Mansfield, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
North East Derbyshire, North East Lincolnshire, North Lincolnshire, Nuneaton and 
Bedworth, Rossendale, Rotherham, Stockton-on-Tees, Swale, Tamworth, Telford and 

Table 2: Comparison of Local Authorities in the same subgroup as Redditch.

Local Authority Comparison of Conversion Rates

Adult
11-a-side

Youth
11-a-side

Mini-Soccer

Adult
Small Sided

Male

Female

Male

Female

Mixed

Male

Football Type
Conversion

Target 1

Redditch Conversion
Rate Variance

Growth
Potential 2

 4.7

 0.2

 24.3

 3.1

 8.4

 2.1

 3.1

 0.4

 16.9

 3.2

 5.5

 2.9

-1.6

0.1

-7.4

0.1

-2.9

0.8

 18

 0

 18

 0

 14

 0

1 The target is the value of the upper quartile (75th Percentile) of conversion rates of all local authorities in the same 
subgroup. The conversion target is calculated for each type of football.

2 Growth Potential represents the number of teams for each football type that the local authority would need to develop 
to reach the conversion target value.

Local Authorities are encouraged to discuss growth potential targets with their County 
Development Manager to determine a realistic programme of intervention, supported 
by the FA, capable of increasing participation over an agreed period. 

Where the Local Authority has participation rates already above the targets 
consideration should be given as to how these rates can be sustained long term.
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CLUBS

Redditch Clubs

·  In Redditch the club to team ratio is 1:1.9 (i.e. each club runs on average 1.9 
teams). This compares to a national ratio of 1:2.6 and a regional ratio of 1:2.2.

· 19 of the youth clubs in Redditch just run youth 11-a-side teams and do not have a 
mini-soccer team.

· There are no clubs fielding both youth and adult teams. 

· 65.5% of clubs in Redditch have adult teams, compared to national and regional 
averages of 69.5% and 66.0% respectively.

· 97.2% of adult-only clubs in Redditch have only one team compared to the 
national average of 77.2%.

Table 3 shows Redditch based clubs with numbers of associated teams for each 
form of football during season 07/08 and season 08/09. Finally, it shows the status of 
clubs that have been awarded The FA Charter Standard award and the level of that 
award.

Where there are 0 teams shown in all the number columns, the status will reflect the 
reason for this. A status of ‘DE’ shows that a club does not exist in that season and a 
status of ‘SS’ shows that the club has only small-sided teams for that season. The 
clubs listed do not include counts of small-sided teams due to the different ways that 
small-sided teams affiliate. 

The ‘BC Link’, ‘DC Link’ and ‘CC Link’ labels which may appear in the Charter 
Standard column indicate linked Basic, Development and Community level Charter 
Standard clubs. 
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Table 3: Summary of football clubs in Redditch

Club 
ID

Club Name

07/08 Teams 08/09 Teams
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Abbey Athletic
 206827  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Abbey Athletic Girls
 214819  0 0 0 0DE  0  1  0  1

Alvechurch Junior
 112995  2 0 2 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Alvechurch Lions Sunday
 112511  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Ams
 215895  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Archers
 213795  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Arrow Valley
 113479  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Astwood Colts
 124143  5 3 2 0  0  3  2  5

Athletico Redditch
 112859  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Barca Roma
 209906  1 1 0 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Beoley Village
 112233  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Birmingham City Ladies
 112333 Charter 0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Black Horse Athletic
 113405  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Bournbrook United
 113361  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Brockhill Warriors
 207072  1 0 1 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Bromsgrove General
 123948  0 0 0 0DE  2  0  0  2

Church Hill Athletic
 214292  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Church Hill United
 112470  3 1 2 0  0  2  0  2

Connections In Design
 208310  0 0 0 0SS DE  0  0  0  0

Fast and Furious
 208309  0 0 0 0SS DE  0  0  0  0

Feckenham
 123843  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Feckenham Juniors
 124175 Charter 8 3 5 0  0  5  3  8

Football Connection
 207278  3 1 2 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Fresh Insurance
 208312  0 0 0 0SS DE  0  0  0  0

Gate F C (Redditch)
 112047  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Greenlands
 114033  4 1 3 0  0  3  1  4

Halfords Athletic
 114159  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Hayes Harriers A
 113352  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Headless Cross
 114154  10 5 5 0  0  4  3  7

Headless Cross
 124322  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Headless Cross Girls
 143756  1 1 0 0 DE  0  0  0  0
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Club 
ID

Club Name

07/08 Teams 08/09 Teams
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Headless Cross Girls
 147898  0 0 0 0DE  0  1  0  1

Headless Cross Ladies
 124126  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Hizza United
 124320  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Holloway Park
 208850  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Hopwood Star Ladies
 148870  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Hunt End Rangers
 112474  9 4 5 0  0  5  3  8

Kingfisher
 146628  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Kingswood Town
 143688  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Lloyds Homes
 206994  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Lodge Park Rangers
 217231  0 0 0 0DE  0  1  0  1

Lodge United
 207504  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Mayfly Old Boys
 114765  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Morton  Rangers
 112061  3 1 2 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Morton Stanley Rangers
 123836  2 2 0 0  0  1  1  2

Nags Head Bees
 114080  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Prudden Hire Centres
 127861  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Queens Street Rangers
 209900  0 0 0 0SS DE  0  0  0  0

R J L
 209904  0 0 0 0SS DE  0  0  0  0

Red & White Army
 208308  0 0 0 0SS DE  0  0  0  0

Redditch Athletic
 145215  3 2 1 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Redditch Borough
 145953  3 2 1 0  0  2  1  3

Redditch Borough Girls
 210653  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Redditch Cosmos
 145169  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Redditch Cricket Club
 143577  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Redditch Ladies
 148313  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Redditch Streetz
 145578 Charter 1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Redditch Town
 133899  7 4 3 0  0  4  3  7

Redditch United FC
 114188 CCLink 1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Redditch United Girls
 113859 Charter 7 2 5 0  0  5  2  7

Redditch United Minor
 113981 Comm. 0 0 0 0DE  0  3  4  7

Rednal Rangers
 150891  1 0 1 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Rising Sun (pitch invasion)
 208311  0 0 0 0SS DE  0  0  0  0
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Club 
ID

Club Name

07/08 Teams 08/09 Teams
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Rocklands
 147621  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Royal Oak Studley
 216531  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Seddon Athletic
 147640  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Seven Stars
 145755  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Sherwood
 113194  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

South Redditch
 124089  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Sporting Club Redditch
 112409  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Studley L C
 214274  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Studley Railway
 112637  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Studley Road Old Boys
 124082  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Thomas Brothers
 113186  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Translift Bendi
 216271  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Webheath
 124352  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Webheath Colts Ladies
 207060  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Webheath Wanderers
 208001  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Winyates Wanderers
 142727  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Woodrow
 124157  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Totals  34 45 33 112 37 45 23 105

Notes: 
· The ‘BC Link’, ‘DC Link’ and ‘CC Link’ labels which may appear in the Charter Standard column indicate linked Basic, 

Development and Community level Charter Standard clubs. 
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Charter Standard 

Of the 55 clubs in Redditch, 5 have achieved Charter Standard. The level of status 
obtained by these clubs is outlined in Table 4. 

Table 4: Clubs with Charter Standard in Redditch

Status

Redditch England

Number Number Percentage Percentage

Community Club

Development Club 

Basic Charter Standard 

Total

 4

 0

 1

 5

1.8%

0.0%

7.3%

9.1%

 3185

 437

 371

 3993

1.1%

1.3%

9.8%

12.3%

In terms of teams, 32.4% of youth and mini -soccer teams play within a club of Charter 
Standard status. This compares to a national average of 58.1% with a National Game 
Strategy target of 75% of youth and mini -soccer teams playing within a Charter Standard 
Club by 2012.
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Club Ground Locations - Redditch

The following map indicates those clubs with six or more teams and each team’s 
ground location. It also shows the location of the secondary schools in Redditch. It 
may be that some clubs that have 6 or more teams are not mapped particularly where 
the team does not have a regular dedicated ground or where there is insufficient 
information to locate the team’s ground. Also where two or more clubs play at the 
same ground only one will show up on the map as the points for all will be placed 
precisely on top of one another.

Figure 3: Location of clubs and secondary schools.
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