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INTRODUCTION

Football has the highest participation of any team sport in the country - there are over 
125,000 affiliated football teams in England, (08/09). The recently published National 
Game Strategy is The FA's plan for grassroots football between 2008 and 2012 and 
within this, there is an ambition to grow the game by a further 20,500 teams by 2012. 

Over the past 5 years, The FA has invested in significant improvements to the 
affiliation process which has led to the development of the County Administration 
System (CAS). CAS allows us to chart participation within each local authority area 
and this report reflects the latest participation data in your particular area. These 
reports are freely available and it is hoped that they will be used by local authorities , 
developers, clubs, leagues and other interested parties to advise current and 
proposed activities and investments around the game at the local level. 

The FA will welcome support and advice from local partners who are similarly 
interested in sustaining and developing the game. Since the production of the Season 
08/09 Local Area Data Reports, significant effort has been put into improving data 
from the Country Administration System (CAS). In some instances, this has resulted 
in changes to the 08/09 totals compared to how they appeared in the last version of 
the report. 

Whilst the data provided is robust it is not claimed to be 100% accurate. There are a 
number of reasons why some errors will exist and it is critical that errors are reported 
back to The FA and/or CFAs so we can continually improve the quality of the 
information available. Please report any errors or omissions to either your local 
County FA or Data@TheFA.com. 

Each year, the County Football Associations and The Football Association will work 
hard to improve methods for capturing data. As a result, in some circumstances, there 
may appear to be shifts in participation which are directly due to refined/improved 
data entry rather than actual growth or decline. Please ensure that in assessing 
trends, you take advice from the respective County FA.
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FOOTBALL KEY FACTS - Worcester

Demographics

· Worcester has a population of 93,353 (Mid year estimate, Office for National 
Statistics, 2006) and is expected to grow to 96,200 by 2015 (Office for National 
Statistics, 2006).

· 3.5% of the population in Worcester come from Ethnic Minority communities 
compared to a national figure of 6.24% (Census, 2001).

· 23.0% of the adult population (16+) participate in physical activity three times 
per week for 30 minutes as compared to a national average of 21.4% (Sport 
England Active People Survey, 2006).

Clubs and Teams

· Worcester has a total of 227 teams. 

· Of the 227 teams operating in Worcester, 66 (29.1%) are adult teams, 38 
(16.7%) are youth teams and 32 (14.1%) are Mini-Soccer teams and 91 
(40.1%) are small sided.

· 67.1% or 47 of the 70 Youth and Mini-soccer teams play in a club that has 
achieved a Charter Standard Award as compared to a national average of 
58.1%.

· The number of teams has increased by 12 teams  overall in Worcester from 
season 07/08 to season 08/09.  

This comprises:
· an increase of 4 adult teams.
· a decrease of 4 youth teams.
· a decrease of 1 minisoccer teams.
· an increase of 13 small sided teams.

3February 2009



Worcester

Conversion Rates

The following table and graphs show football conversion rates in the authority 
compared to Regional and National rates. These are calculated by comparing the 
number of persons playing football to the relevant population.

We estimate the number of individuals playing football by multiplying the number of 
teams by the average number of players involved in the different forms of football. We 
assume 15 players are involved in an 11 a side squad, 10 players in a mini soccer 
team squad and 8 in a small-sided team squad.

These numbers are then expressed as a proportion of the relevant population. This 
creates a percentage of the population at each age group involved in playing football , 
called a ‘conversion rate’. We can then compare these conversion rates to Regional 
and National averages. 

Table 1: Teams, players and conversion rates for Worcester, West Midlands and England 

Adult
11-a-side

Youth
11-a-side

Male Female Male Female Mixed Male Total

Mini-
Soccer

Adult
Small Sided

All Forms

No of Teams 08/09

No of Teams 07/08

Variance

Worcester

 61  5  35  3  32  83  227

 57  5  37  5  33  78  215

7.0%

Players 08/09

Players 07/08

Conversion Rate 08/09

Conversion Rate 07/08

Variance

0.0% -5.4% -40.0% -3.0% 6.4% 5.6%

 915  75  525  45  320  664 2544

 855  75  555  75  330  624 2514

4.7% 0.4% 15.0% 1.4% 6.7% 3.4%

4.4% 0.4% 15.9% 2.3% 6.9% 3.2%

0.3% 0.0% -0.9% -0.9% -0.2% 0.2%

5.0%

4.9%

0.1%

West Midlands

Conversion Rates 08/09

Conversion Rates 07/08

Variance

4.4%

4.3%

0.2%

0.2%

23.4% 2.3% 8.3% 1.6% 5.2%

22.9% 2.8% 8.8% 1.2% 5.1%

0.1%0.3%-0.5%-0.5%0.5%0.0%0.0%

Variance

Conversion Rate 08/09

Conversion Rate 08/09

England

5.0%

5.3%

0.2%

0.2%

23.9% 2.0% 8.9% 2.5% 5.8%

23.9% 2.3% 8.7% 2.0% 5.8%

-0.3% 0.0% 0.0% -0.3% 0.2% 0.5% 0.1%

Notes: 
· All conversion rate figures in this table are subject to rounding, so whilst the seasonal figures in 

the table may not imply a change, the variance may indicate a drop or increase as the 1st 
November data cut figures may differ.
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Figure 1: Conversion rates by type of football for Worcester 08/09 as set against regional and national 
averages.
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Figure 2: Conversion rate trends for different football types for Worcester 07/08 and 08/09 as set against 
national averages.
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Participation data is based on:
· 15 players in an 11-a-side team, 10 in a mini-soccer team and 8 in a small sided team
· Adult= 16-44 years, Youth = 10-15 years, Mini = 6-9 years, Small sided = 16-44yrs.
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A comparison of conversion rates of Local Authorities can be made between those 
similar in nature by utilising the National Statistics 2001 Area Classification of Local 
Authorities (provided by the Office for National Statistics). The classification groups 
Local Authorities based population characteristics provided from the 2001 census. 

Table 2 below shows the conversion rates for Worcester compared to those most 
similar to it, that is, members of the same subgroup: 

Basildon, Bedford, Bexley, Broxbourne, Crawley, Dartford, Forest Heath, Gloucester, 
Gosport, Gravesham, Harlow, Havering, Ipswich, Medway, Milton Keynes, 
Northampton, Peterborough, Rushmoor, Stevenage, Swindon, Thurrock, 
Wellingborough

Table 2: Comparison of Local Authorities in the same subgroup as Worcester.

Local Authority Comparison of Conversion Rates

Adult
11-a-side

Youth
11-a-side

Mini-Soccer

Adult
Small Sided

Male

Female

Male

Female

Mixed

Male

Football Type
Conversion

Target 1

Worcester 
Conversion

Rate
Variance

Growth
Potential 2

 5.4

 0.2

 26.4

 2.6

 9.8

 3.6

 4.7

 0.4

 15.0

 1.4

 6.7

 3.4

-0.7

0.2

-11.4

-1.2

-3.1

-0.2

 10

 0

 28

 4

 16

 2

1 The target is the value of the upper quartile (75th Percentile) of conversion rates of all local authorities in the same 
subgroup. The conversion target is calculated for each type of football.

2 Growth Potential represents the number of teams for each football type that the local authority would need to develop 
to reach the conversion target value.

Local Authorities are encouraged to discuss growth potential targets with their County 
Development Manager to determine a realistic programme of intervention, supported 
by the FA, capable of increasing participation over an agreed period. 

Where the Local Authority has participation rates already above the targets 
consideration should be given as to how these rates can be sustained long term.
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CLUBS

Worcester Clubs

·  In Worcester the club to team ratio is 1:1.8 (i.e. each club runs on average 1.8 
teams). This compares to a national ratio of 1:2.6 and a regional ratio of 1:2.2.

· 19 of the youth clubs in Worcester just run youth 11-a-side teams and do not have 
a mini-soccer team.

· There are no clubs fielding both youth and adult teams. 

· 71.6% of clubs in Worcester have adult teams, compared to national and regional 
averages of 69.5% and 66.0% respectively.

· 84.9% of adult-only clubs in Worcester have only one team compared to the 
national average of 77.2%.

Table 3 shows Worcester based clubs with numbers of associated teams for each 
form of football during season 07/08 and season 08/09. Finally, it shows the status of 
clubs that have been awarded The FA Charter Standard award and the level of that 
award.

Where there are 0 teams shown in all the number columns, the status will reflect the 
reason for this. A status of ‘DE’ shows that a club does not exist in that season and a 
status of ‘SS’ shows that the club has only small-sided teams for that season. The 
clubs listed do not include counts of small-sided teams due to the different ways that 
small-sided teams affiliate. 

The ‘BC Link’, ‘DC Link’ and ‘CC Link’ labels which may appear in the Charter 
Standard column indicate linked Basic, Development and Community level Charter 
Standard clubs. 
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Table 3: Summary of football clubs in Worcester

Club 
ID

Club Name

07/08 Teams 08/09 Teams
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Acocks Green Athletic
 112508  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

AFC Claines
 124125  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

AFC Heenans
 124054  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

AFC Mazak
 124342  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

AFC Severnside
 124103  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

AFC West Midlands
 124119  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Anchor
 147782  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Archdale 73
 123816  2 0 0 2  1  0  0  1

Archdale 73 Youth
 207862  2 0 2 0  0  4  0  4

Arrow 2000
 123860  1 0 0 1  2  0  0  2

Barbourne Celtic
 123953  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Berwick Rangers
 215022  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

BJH Motors
 151258  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Blackpole
 123971  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Blackpole Saints
 146361 Charter 2 1 1 0  0  2  0  2

Blue Star
 215060  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Bridge Rangers
 124060  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Brooklyn Rangers
 151259  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Burlish Olympic Youth (Jun)
 124123 Charter 1 1 0 0 DE  0  0  0  0

CMB Sports
 124329  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Coppertops Athletic
 123979  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Crown
 147444  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Droitwich Spa Eagles
 124133  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Evesham United
 123904 Comm. 1 0 0 1  2  0  0  2

Falcons Youth
 209578  1 1 0 0  0  1  0  1

FC Grosvenor
 124290  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

FC Tything
 123847  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

GDL Athletic
 141560  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Glovers Needle
 216888  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Goodrest Juniors
 124332  1 0 1 0  1  0  0  1

Grosvenor Sports
 209581  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

8February 2009



Worcester

Club 
ID

Club Name

07/08 Teams 08/09 Teams
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Harborne Dynamos
 140016  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

HDNL Sports
 124291  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Hornets
 147355 Charter 1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Inter Town
 141822  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Kays
 123856  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

KGV Ladies
 209325  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Kings Heath Concorde
 114065  2 0 2 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Lakes Sports
 124225  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Lloyds Homes
 206994  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Lower Wick Sports
 124134  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

MEC Chestnut
 215249  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

New AFC Barbourne
 124263  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

New Metro
 143761  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

North Worcester Rangers
 147364  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Northside
 123888 Charter 4 1 3 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Northwick Sports
 141380  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Northwick Vale
 127640  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Nunnery Wood Colts
 124338 Charter 10 7 3 0  0  5  7  12

Old Vigornians
 147773  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Oldbury Park Tigers
 123915 Devel. 11 7 4 0  0  4  6  10

Perdiswell
 124154  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Perdiswell & Worcester 
Girls

 124350 Charter 2 1 1 0  0  0  1  1

Perdiswell House
 141313  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Perowne Park Rangers
 123966  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Perrywood
 123873  2 0 0 2  2  0  0  2

Perrywood Youth
 209854  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Prinner Sports
 124243  2 0 0 2  2  0  0  2

Raven (The)
 123812  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Severn City Junior
 123926  1 0 1 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Sin XI
 143920  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Skyparts
 124273  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Speedy Sports
 208866  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0
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Club 
ID

Club Name

07/08 Teams 08/09 Teams
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Sporting Worcester
 124095  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

St Johns
 123881  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Suffolk Rangers
 124087  1 0 1 0 DE  0  0  0  0

Tolladine Sports
 123883  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

University of Worcester 
Ladies

 123998  2 0 0 2  2  0  0  2

University of Worcester 
Mens

 123825  6 0 0 6  6  0  0  6

VBL Sports
 141592  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Villagers (The)
 143594  1 0 0 1 DE  0  0  0  0

Warndon Athletic
 147762  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Warndon Villages
 124181 Devel. 9 7 2 0  0  2  9  11

Warndon Villages Girls
 123980 DCLink 3 0 3 0  0  2  1  3

Whittington St. Peters 
Juniors

 123824 Charter 0 0 0 0DE  0  1  0  1

Worcester (City) College 
of Technology

 207482  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Worcester Bosch
 215727  0 0 0 0DE  1  0  0  1

Worcester City
 124062  2 0 0 2  3  0  0  3

Worcester City  U18 Youth
 124231  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Worcester City Wanderers
 207275 Charter 1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Worcester City Wanderers 
Girls

 207621 BCLink 2 1 1 0  0  1  0  1

Worcester City Women
 124306 Charter 2 0 0 2  2  0  0  2

Worcester City Youth 
Development

 124093  4 0 4 0  0  2  0  2

Worcester Colts
 124083  7 3 4 0  0  5  4  9

Worcester Falcons
 123955  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Worcester Hawks
 206989 Charter 1 1 0 0  0  0  1  1

Worcester Lynx
 146907  1 0 1 0  0  1  0  1

Worcester Raiders
 124341 Charter 3 1 2 0  0  1  3  4

Worcester Wizards
 124222  2 1 1 0  0  2  0  2

Worcester Y.M.C.A.
 207636  1 0 0 1  1  0  0  1

Worcestershire Disability 
(Seniors)

 129350 Charter 0 0 0 0SS SS  0  0  0  0

Worcestershire Disability 
(Youth)

 144503 BCLink 0 0 0 0SS SS  0  0  0  0

Totals  62 42 33 137 66 38 32 136
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Notes: 
· The ‘BC Link’, ‘DC Link’ and ‘CC Link’ labels which may appear in the Charter Standard column indicate linked Basic, 

Development and Community level Charter Standard clubs. 
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Charter Standard 

Of the 74 clubs in Worcester, 13 have achieved Charter Standard. The level of status 
obtained by these clubs is outlined in Table 4. 

Table 4: Clubs with Charter Standard in Worcester

Status

Worcester England

Number Number Percentage Percentage

Community Club

Development Club 

Basic Charter Standard 

Total

 10

 2

 1

 13

1.4%

2.7%

13.5%

17.6%

 3185

 437

 371

 3993

1.1%

1.3%

9.8%

12.3%

In terms of teams, 67.1% of youth and mini -soccer teams play within a club of Charter 
Standard status. This compares to a national average of 58.1% with a National Game 
Strategy target of 75% of youth and mini -soccer teams playing within a Charter Standard 
Club by 2012.
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Club Ground Locations - Worcester

The following map indicates those clubs with six or more teams and each team’s 
ground location. It also shows the location of the secondary schools in Worcester. It 
may be that some clubs that have 6 or more teams are not mapped particularly where 
the team does not have a regular dedicated ground or where there is insufficient 
information to locate the team’s ground. Also where two or more clubs play at the 
same ground only one will show up on the map as the points for all will be placed 
precisely on top of one another.

Figure 3: Location of clubs and secondary schools.

No SchoolSchoolNo

1 Bishop Perowne CofE College 2 Blessed Edward Oldcorne Catholic College

3 Christopher Whitehead Language College 4 Elgar Technology College

5 Worcester College of Technology 6 Worcester Sixth Form College

7 Worcester, Nunnery Wood High School
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