MIDLAND COUNTIES YOUTH FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS (UNDER 18s)
SUNDAY 15 JANUARY 2012 AT PERSHORE TOWN FC ‘/88 
WORCESTERSHIRE 1   BIRMINGHAM  2  
Worcestershire’s final preparations for their forthcoming FA County Youth Cup Quarter-Final against Wiltshire saw them lose by the odd goal in three against old rivals Birmingham in the Midland Counties Youth Football Championships on a difficult playing surface at Pershore Town FC.  

It soon became clear that Worcestershire needed a good workout after the break over the festive season
as a lethargic opening 45 minutes saw them concede two sloppy goals without mustering a shot themselves.
After a tentative opening twenty five minutes during which neither goalkeeper was troubled, the visitors 

took the lead when a badly executed short corner routine for Worcestershire saw Birmingham play a long ball forward which the ever dangerous Luke Shearer latched on to and despite Jack Lodge’s efforts he coolly slotted the ball past Josh Smith.

Birmingham should have doubled their advantage on 39 minutes when ‘keeper Smith made a good save

but could only parry the ball to the feet of Shearer, however with an open goal beckoning he somehow managed to loop his shot over the crossbar. 

Worcestershire were forced to change their formation when left wing back Dominic Wheeler was 

injured in the 41st minute, but before they could make the substitution they were  punished again when poor defending at a right wing corner left George Washbourne with a simple tap in to give Birmingham a 2-0 lead at the interval.
HALF-TIME 0-2 

Worcestershire commenced the second half in a much more positive mood and, for the first time, began to put pressure on the Birmingham defence.  
In the opening five minutes the impressive Ollie Butler saw his shot deflected for a corner, which came to nothing, and then came Worcestershire’s best chance to-date when the hard working James Schembri won the ball and put Jack Lodge clear on goal, but Lodge slightly delayed his shot as ‘keeper Sam Brady advanced and the custodian was able to block the shot with his legs.       

Continuing on the front foot Worcestershire eventually reduced the arrears on 60 minutes, skipper Connor Smith saw his shot deflected and from the resulting corner kick, Jack Lodge headed the ball back across goal for James Schembri to flick a header into the net.

Birmingham were reduced to 10 men in the 65 minute when skipper Simeon Maye received a second yellow card after a rash challenge and the game became scrappy with both sides making substitutions.

Worcestershire battled to the end in search of an equaliser, but Birmingham’s 10 men were up to the 

task and held on to record a vital victory in their quest of the Championship title.     

FULL TIME:   1-2 

Worcestershire:   Joshua Smith; Ben Hayes, Dominic Wheeler (Tom Allard 43) , Christopher Neilson,  Tom Weaver, Jack Lodge, Adam Ward (Sean Cooke  64) Connor Smith, James Shembri (Jack Cullity 73), Oliver Butler,Harry Osborne. 
